CAPITOL REPORT

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ADJOURNS; COMING BACK
TO SETTLE STATE BUDGET
The General Assembly adjourned on May 12, 2022. Legislation that did not pass the
General Assembly this year, will need to be reintroduced in 2023. The General Assembly continues to meet to resolve differences over the House and Senate’s versions of
the State Budget for 2022-23.
Last year, the Forestry Association looked at the challenges facing the South Carolina wood supply chain over the next ten years. It was determined that forest conservation, transportation of unmanufactured forest products, and workforce were three
major issues that the Forestry Association of SC will be working on through 2030 and
beyond.

What has the Forestry Association of SC (FASC) been doing
on these issues at the Statehouse?
SOUTH CAROLINA CONSERVATION ENHANCEMENT ACT
• The FASC Board of Directors voted to endorse the SC Conservation Enhancement
Act as proposed by the SC Floodwater Commission.
• The Act sets a goal to double the total acreage of conserved land in South Carolina by 2050.
• It increases funding for conservation projects by directing 25 cents of each $1.30
collected through the state deed recording fee be put into the South Carolina
Conservation Bank Trust Fund.
• On August 3, 2021, Governor McMaster and Senator Chip Campsen announced
their support for the SC Conservation Enhancement Act.
• Senator Campsen and Speaker of the House Murrell Smith introduced the SC
Conservation Enhancement Act during the 2022 legislative session.
• The legislation will be reintroduced in 2023.
TRUCK WEIGHT LIMITS
• The truck weight limit for unmanufactured forest products is a maximum of 84,272 pounds.
• FASC worked with SCDOT to establish a program to allow the forest industry to
obtain permits at no cost to continue to transport loads up to 90,000 pounds on most
state roads.
• SCDOT Secretary Christy Hall announced this new program on September 10, 2021.
BE PRO BE PROUD SOUTH CAROLINA
• Be Pro Be Proud SC mobile unit will play a key role in helping the forest industry
meet the demand for CDL and heavy equipment operators by promoting these trade
skills with high school and middle school students.
• This year, Governor McMaster and the SC Department of Employment and Workforce
requested $642,500 to maintain the operation of the Be Pro Be Proud SC program.
• The House and Senate approved the $642,500 in one time funding.
• FASC will continue to urge the General Assembly and business community to
support the Be Pro Be Proud SC program.
LOAD RESTRICTED BRIDGES
• Load restricted bridges substantially impact the forest industry resulting in inefficiency
and higher fuel costs due to logging trucks having to travel longer distances to a mill.
• On February 8, 2021, FASC had a virtual meeting with SCDOT officials. SCDOT
informed us that 1,000 bridges have already been approved to be posted with weight
restrictions and another 400-500 bridges were under consideration to be posted with
weight restrictions at a future date.
• After reconsideration SCDOT posted 656 bridges with weight restrictions.
• With these additional bridge postings, it is highly unlikely that SCDOT will eliminate
load restricted bridges under its current 10-Year Plan without increased funding.
• FASC helped lead the effort to obtain funding to replace these newly posted load
restricted bridges.
• The Governor’s Budget provides $100 million in recurring funding to SCDOT, the
House provided $120 million recurring funding and Senate provided $100 million.
If enacted, $69 million in additional funds annually will be provided to the SCDOT
bridge program through 2026.
• 500 load restricted bridges will be fixed over the next ten years with the additional
funding.
OTHER ISSUES FASC WORKED ON IN 2022
STREAM CROSSING BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMP) COSTSHARE PROGRAM
• This cost-share program would encourage BMP compliance by assisting contractors
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in off-setting the high costs associated with the installation of compliant stream
crossings, thereby improving water quality protection.
This program is modeled after a successful BMP cost-share program developed by
the Virginia Department of Forestry. Funding this request will establish a BMP
cost-share program enhancing water quality protection during forestry operations.
Timber operations professionals would receive the funds to help offset a portion of
the costs associated with the installation of a proper stream crossing during logging
operations that minimizes water quality impacts.
This costshare program would provide 50% of the actual cost of the installation of a
proper stream crossing up to $6,000 per participant/year on a first come/first served basis.
The SC Forestry Commission (SCFC) requested $125,000 in recurring funds to
establish a Stream Crossing BMP Cost-share Program.
The Governor’s Executive Budget provided $1 million in non-recurring funding for
the Stream Crossing BMP Cost-share Program. The House and Senate provided
$125,000 in recurring funding for the Stream Crossing BMP Cost-share Program.

TRESPASSING NOTICE
• House Bill 3291 sponsored by Rep. Tommy Pope is known as the “Purple Paint” bill.
• This bill adds an alternative method of posting a notice to prohibit trespassing by
allowing landowners to mark boundaries with a clearly visible, purple-painted marking
affixed to immovable, permanent objects that are not more than one hundred yards apart.
• The legislation passed the House by a 103 to 2 vote on March 16, 2021.
• The bill passed the Senate by a 40 to 1 vote on May 12, 2022.
EMINENT DOMAIN
• FASC is working with Senator Tom Young and Rep. Bill Hixon on enacting legislation
(S.240/H.3527) to protect private property rights by preventing an oil pipeline
company from using eminent domain without state approval.
• FASC and the Petroleum Pipeline Industry are working toward a resolution, but
an agreement has not been finalized.
• The General Assembly passed H. 3524 that prohibits a petroleum pipeline company
from using eminent domain through June 30, 2024. Governor McMaster signed
the bill into law on April 25, 2022.
LOOKING FORWARD TO 2023-2024 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
TORT REFORM
• High court verdicts are impacting competition in the insurance market and causing
insurance losses according to a study conducted by the SC Department of Insurance.
• Logging truck insurance premiums have tripled since 2017 for many companies.
• The Forestry Association supports House Bill 3750 introduced by Rep. Davey Hiott
that would make certain fault was apportioned fairly to all parties involved in an accident
and if a party is less than 50% at fault, they would not be forced to pay 100% of the damages.
• The Mullikin Law Firm has been retained to lead the lawsuit reform effort by the
SC Coalition for Lawsuit Reform, FASC is a member of the coalition.
• Expect legislation to be introduced in January 2023 with a major push for tort reform
by the business community.
FEDERAL ISSUES
WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES (WOTUS RULE). The Forestry Association of South Carolina joined with the National Alliance of Forest Owners, and other
state forestry associations in filing a legal brief submitted to the U.S. Supreme Court in
a case involving the Waters of the United States, Sackett v. EPA. The brief highlights
the substantial progress forest landowners have made with conservation and water
quality improvements using best management practices. WOTUS is the top Federal
issue in the 2022 FASC Program of Work.
ENDANGERED SPECIES STATUS FOR NORTHERN LONG-EARED BAT.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has proposed to reclassify the northern longeared bat as an endangered species under the Endangered Species Act of 1973. The bat
is found in 37 states including South Carolina. Currently, the northern long-eared bat is
listed as a threatened species with an accompanying 4(d) rule. The Forestry Association
of South Carolina has signed onto the National Alliance of Forest Owners comments regarding this proposal along with other state forestry associations. The comments include a
focus on forest management as a necessary conservation tool for bat habitat and the need
to make negotiating conservation agreements for take permits much easier.

